
       WAUNETA HAPPENINGS 

 JUNE 2025  

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce, it began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, 
stories or pictures please contact a Chamber member.  
 

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To make a donation you may send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE  69045. Thank You to all that have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 

 
 

                             CONGRATULATIONS WAUNETA-PALISADE TRACK TEAM 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State Qualifiers: 
Aden Acton-high jump, Emma Acton-100 hurdles, Mesa Cox-shot put, 
Dre Miner-Discus, Annaly Ramirez-1600 run, 4x800 relay-Addy 
Einspahr, Andrea Almanza, Jewel Holthus, Annaly Ramirez, 4x100 relay-
Emma Acton, Mesa Cox, Kamryn Fanning, McKenna Doetker, 4x400 
relay-Addy Einspahr, Emma Acton, Jewel Holthus, Molly Yearous. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GUESS WHO??  

 

Last month was: 
 

 

D Teply, Mr. Schultz 

Rod Wheeler, Ed Arenz, G Wach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAUNETA SWIMMING POOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Church Worship Service Schedule 

Global Methodist Church                                                       Redeemer Lutheran Church      
162 W Wichita, Wauneta                                                       233 S Arapahoe Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 11:00 am MT                                                              Sunday 10:000 am MT 

 
God’s Missionary Church                                                   St John Catholic Church 
114 S Otoe St, Wauneta                                                         499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT                                          Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 

 

Hamlet Union Church                                                             St Paul Lutheran Church 
411 Breeze St, Hamlet                                                   33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:45 am CT                                                               Sunday 8:30 am MT 
 
SW Nebraska Holiness Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT  
 
 

   VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS  

 

Hamlet Union Church  

June 9-13th from 9:30 to 12:00 ct         

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH SENIOR SUNDAY 

Pictured are:  Kenzie Gerih, Kiley Anderson and Lilian Sandoval 

 

Missing that Sunday were Camden DeWester and Kalli Hoskovec 

 

Best of Luck to these young adults! 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

As most of you know, we lost our mom, Kate Martin, known to most of you by “Ann,” 

last October. We have taken some time to determine what would be the best way to 

honor her life. While mom was not the kind of person who required a formal service, we 

would like to invite those family and friends that can attend to an informal memorial 

gathering taking place as follows: 

 

• Date: June 7, 2025 

• Time: 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. occurring as an open-house format with light 

refreshments and no scheduled program. 

• Location: Backyard of Ed and Jo Arenz, 145 N. Pontiac St., Wauneta, NE 69045 

 

In case you did not see the original FB post last year, we are reposting the following now here: It is with great sadness we 

announce that our mother, Kate (also known as Ann by some of you) Martin, died on October 23, 2024 following a severe stroke 

the day before. She would have been gratified that she was not made to linger and also that the last two weeks of her life were 

spent with her daughters on an epic train trip across the country, seeing family, friends and the fall colors of Vermont. A strong 

and determined woman, she was a single mother for most of her life who tirelessly worked as a bookkeeper until her final days. 

She was known for her no-nonsense attitude, relentless work ethic, and unwavering support and generosity for her family, 

friends, church and favorite causes. 

 

Mom was a generous supporter of those less fortunate. In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests donations be made to two 

causes important to her:  

•Https://Beaglerescue.org/donate 

• World Wildlife Fund 

[https://protect.worldwildlife.org/page/52883/donate/1?en_og_source=Web_Donation&ea.tracking.id=Web_Footer&support

er.appealCode=AWE2402OQ20058A05399RX&_gl=1*1p5n55i*_gcl_au*NzQzNjI4ODI4LjE3MzE3OTczMDc.*_ga*MTgzMTA3NTYz

NS4xNzMxNzk3MzA3*_ga_FK6M9RK84Z*MTczMTc5NzMwNy4xLjEuMTczMTc5Nzc0Ny4wLjAuMTEzODgyOTc](https://protect.

worldwildlife.org/page/52883/donate/1?en_og_source=Web_Donation&ea.tracking.id=Web_Footer&supporter.appealCode=

AWE2402OQ20058A05399RX&_gl=1*1p5n55i*_gcl_au*NzQzNjI4ODI4LjE3MzE3OTczMDc.*_ga*MTgzMTA3NTYzNS4xNzMxNzk3

MzA3*_ga_FK6M9RK84Z*MTczMTc5NzMwNy4xLjEuMTczMTc5Nzc0Ny4wLjAuMTEzODgyOTc&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAA

R5thHYtb8ql3jjw6bYSHZRQvrnXrz-qYjY3MRADPV0tgHrDvwkAFyXsXWWU9Q_aem_F8WbssVYylT3vwn-s4Lorg) 

 

Thank you for all the love and support already provided. Your presence and kind words mean the world to us.  

Love, Kathryn, Samantha, and their families 

            

  
                                                            

 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__Https:/Beaglerescue.org/donate__;!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!yFVhoR0ZNm_POFuo5Hl742XXrYY3FarNbsSPkFrBNV1ETLYensRRXLQx4l7ngWHSrJCMnyGRMkkXX1ZUNw8E-y0IhFw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/protect.worldwildlife.org/page/52883/donate/1?en_og_source=Web_Donation&ea.tracking.id=Web_Footer&supporter.appealCode=AWE2402OQ20058A05399RX&_gl=1*1p5n55i*_gcl_au*NzQzNjI4ODI4LjE3MzE3OTczMDc.*_ga*MTgzMTA3NTYzNS4xNzMxNzk3MzA3*_ga_FK6M9RK84Z*MTczMTc5NzMwNy4xLjEuMTczMTc5Nzc0Ny4wLjAuMTEzODgyOTc&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZXNIMXJRSVBVYURhRVI4NgEeVDhyQNPwtHYHWGZO4pVd-twsLG7aCAcyWd13xnG2uSbnRf6e7Ez5fBpRZjI_aem_Sy_HGLngG7fGdakhRczszQ__;KioqKioqKg!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!yFG-a6V3Lrr6qF9xeUqs0Wx0HuB4dO-nj4H-QyRwh2FMt2kyCemi2tEj3SJx7L6Gqk4xdtT0gQROH7QJ6_is4OVZeKc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/protect.worldwildlife.org/page/52883/donate/1?en_og_source=Web_Donation&ea.tracking.id=Web_Footer&supporter.appealCode=AWE2402OQ20058A05399RX&_gl=1*1p5n55i*_gcl_au*NzQzNjI4ODI4LjE3MzE3OTczMDc.*_ga*MTgzMTA3NTYzNS4xNzMxNzk3MzA3*_ga_FK6M9RK84Z*MTczMTc5NzMwNy4xLjEuMTczMTc5Nzc0Ny4wLjAuMTEzODgyOTc&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZXNIMXJRSVBVYURhRVI4NgEeVDhyQNPwtHYHWGZO4pVd-twsLG7aCAcyWd13xnG2uSbnRf6e7Ez5fBpRZjI_aem_Sy_HGLngG7fGdakhRczszQ__;KioqKioqKg!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!yFG-a6V3Lrr6qF9xeUqs0Wx0HuB4dO-nj4H-QyRwh2FMt2kyCemi2tEj3SJx7L6Gqk4xdtT0gQROH7QJ6_is4OVZeKc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/protect.worldwildlife.org/page/52883/donate/1?en_og_source=Web_Donation&ea.tracking.id=Web_Footer&supporter.appealCode=AWE2402OQ20058A05399RX&_gl=1*1p5n55i*_gcl_au*NzQzNjI4ODI4LjE3MzE3OTczMDc.*_ga*MTgzMTA3NTYzNS4xNzMxNzk3MzA3*_ga_FK6M9RK84Z*MTczMTc5NzMwNy4xLjEuMTczMTc5Nzc0Ny4wLjAuMTEzODgyOTc&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZXNIMXJRSVBVYURhRVI4NgEeVDhyQNPwtHYHWGZO4pVd-twsLG7aCAcyWd13xnG2uSbnRf6e7Ez5fBpRZjI_aem_Sy_HGLngG7fGdakhRczszQ__;KioqKioqKg!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!yFG-a6V3Lrr6qF9xeUqs0Wx0HuB4dO-nj4H-QyRwh2FMt2kyCemi2tEj3SJx7L6Gqk4xdtT0gQROH7QJ6_is4OVZeKc$
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A BIG THANK YOU to all of you who sent cards or 

memorials to honor Ted Travis.  What a Blessing you all are! 

We are having a service on June 14 at 10:00 am MT at 

Mount Hope cemetery to place Ted’s ashes next to his two 

sons’ remains.  You are welcome to attend also as would 

enjoy your presence.  Dinner following at the Wauneta 

Global Methodist Church 

Ted Travis Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERRELL MARIS 

 

 

Merrell Charles Maris, passed away on May 7, 2025, in Imperial, Nebraska, at the age of 97.  Born on April 21, 

1928, in Birmingham, Alabama to Ethel (Baty) Maris.  Merrell was adopted at the tender age of three by his 

mother’s husband, Jim Maris. 

Merrell’s career began in shipyards but soon took an exiting turn as he became an MSP tester for dairy cattle.  In 

the early 1950’s, he relocated to Wauneta, Nebrska, where he sought employment with the Lapps and later joined 

the Wauneta Roller Mill.  His role involved packaging and distributing flour across the country, providing him 

with numerous opportunities to travel to many places, including Fort Lupton, Colorado, and central Kansas.  He 

often took friends and his cherished golf clubs along on these trips. 

In Wauneta, Merrell met Emma Jean Maxfield while she was keeping the books at the mill. Their connection 

blossomed into a beautiful marriage celebrated at the Methodist Church in Wauneta on June 25, 1954.  Together, 

they shared a life filled with love. 

Merrell was a man of many passions and interests.  He was an 

avid golfer and enjoyed bowling, playing cards, shooting pool and 

hunting.  A member of Eden Church south of Wauneta, Merrell 

cherished the opportunity to sing in church, bringing joy not only 

to himself but also to those around him. 

His personality was characterized by a playful spirit, delighting in 

telling stories and engaging in practical jokes that left laughter in 

their wake.  He will be remembered fondly by all who had the 

privilege of knowing him. 

Merrell is survived by his niece, Mary Lisa Dudek, and his 

nephews, Jeff (Kaye) Maxfield of Taylorsville, IL and Jim 

(Connie) Maxfield. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Jim and Ethel Maris and 

wife Emma Jean. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         WAUNETA PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 

Hello Readers! 

The Wauneta Public Library is gearing up for six weeks of Summer Reading! We 

are excited for the next few Wednesdays spent expanding your little ones’ love of books. 

Even if you have not signed up, please feel free to join us on Wednesdays from 2-3 PM 

from June 4th through July 9th. We will have fun stories to read and awesome crafts to 

create each day!  

WPL is still continuing to expand our offerings to our patrons each month. Be 

sure to stop in and see what new books we have on the shelves.  

Just a reminder that WPL has new hours. We are open Mondays and 

Wednesdays from 9-4:30. Any changes to those dates and times will be posted on 

Facebook so be sure to Like our page!  

 

Tayler May 

Library Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CLASS OF 1955 

 

Berneta Knepper Steinert and  

Janice Buffington Hewitt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS OF 1965 

 

Dennis Kennedy and Lloyd Wicke 

 

 

CLASS OF 1975 

 

Front row L to R: Roxey Maris Stelk, Ginger 

Fanning Moore, Vickie Scott Meers, Cindy Wicke 

McChesney,  

Back row L to R: David Hanna, Peg Larsen 

Krueger, Loren Kanost, Marty Fanning, Randy 

Acton. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS OF 1985 

 

Lonnie Lewis, Dick Travis, Jerod Stovern, Michelle 

Gordon, Narwoki, Shari Wilson Brubaker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS OF 1995 

 

Courtney Barger 

 

 

 

CLASS OF 2005- NO ATTENDANCE FOR THIS CLASS 



 

 

 

 

 

CLASS OF 2015 

Lesley Towery, Hannah Nordhausen Curl, Brianna Einsphar 

Haskins, Nicole Strand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS OF 2010 

HOST CLASS 

John Kitt and Katie Flaig Mathews 

Not pictured, Tori Gardner and Dawnta Harchelroad 

Morrison 

 

 

Have you noticed the new bench on 

mainstreet? 

 

In memory of Fallen Firefighters of the 

WVFD 

 

Given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Otis 

Knotwell 

 

 

 

 

              Look who’s taking their turn at decorating mainstreet. 

 

Thanks Rhonda and Sunni! 

 

 

 

 



 

Wauneta-Palisade FFA Banquet 

Wauneta-Palisade FFA members hosted their annual banquet with a community appreciation supper on Tuesday, April 29, 2025.  

The chapter hosted 180 members and guests enjoying a pulled pork meal from Pits & Spits and Apron Strings.  The evening began 

with opening ceremonies and the celebration of members receiving ribbons, pins, and awards throughout the year. Junior High 

members receiving their Discovery Degrees were Kaia Applegarth, Micah Bley, Cacen Hicks, Amya Keenan, Emiliano 

Marquezhoyos, Amelia Monnahan, Mckinley Stoller, and Natalie Walker. Members receiving their Greenhand Degrees were Liam 

Dinnel, Kamryn Fanning, Wyatt Hilbert, Kameron Jutten, Annaly Ramirez, and Cadence Sandoval. Members receiving their 

Chapter Degrees were Toria Bley, Kameran McCrumb, and Konner McCrumb. The chapter recognized the top two sellers for the 

fruit and food sales: 1st Noah Sandman, and 2nd LiLeigh Littrel. Scholarship pins were awarded to Grayden Sutherland, Lilly Dinnel, 

Jaislynn Hicks, and Kamryn Fanning. Leadership pins were awarded to Collin Bley, Maggie DeWester, Addalyn Einspahr, and 

Liam Dinnel. Service pins were awarded to Izzy Stehno, Kameran McCrumb, Konner McCrumb, Toria Bley, and Kameron Jutten. 

The Star Discovery Degree recipient was Mckinley Stoller, The Star Greenhand Degree recipient was Wyatt Hilbert. The Star 

Chapter Degree recipients were Kameran McCrumb and Konner McCrumb.  Justin Warembourg received his Nebraska State FFA 

Degree at State. 

The chapter competed in LDEs (Leadership Development Events) and CDEs (Career Development Events) throughout the year.  

LDE #2 Mckinley Stoller placed first (purple) in Ag Literacy Speaking at Districts and earned a silver medal at State. Others 

competing in Ag Literacy Speaking were Natalie Walker, placing 4th (purple); and Amya Keenan earned a blue ribbon. Amelia 

Monnahan competed in Ag Discovery Speaking earning a blue ribbon.  Three members competed in People in Ag poster event at 

State, each earning a medal, they were Kaia Applegarth (gold), Amya Keenan (gold) and Amelia Monnahan (silver). Cadence 

Sandoval competed in Creed Speaking (purple) placing 3rd at Districts and earning a bronze medal at State.  Ag Demo team of 

Grayden Sutherland, Cheyenne Parrish, and Maggie DeWester placed 4th (purple) at Districts.   

CDE #1 consisted of Natural Resources, Agriscience and JH and Senior Livestock Judging.  Grayden Sutherland earned a blue 

ribbon, and Lilly Dinnel earned a white ribbon in Natural Resources while Liam Dinnel and Kameron Jutten earned red ribbons in 

Agriscience.  The JH Livestock Judging team placed 2nd (purple) and Natalie Walker placed 2nd individually earning a purple 

ribbon, Mckinley Stoller place 4th earning a purple ribbon, Barrett Frecks earned a blue ribbon, Bennet Wiese earned a red ribbon, 

and Zya Richardson earned a white ribbon. 

CDE #2 consisted of Vet Science and Nursery & Landscape competitions.  The Vet Science team placed 4th earning a red ribbon 

with Casey Walker and Lilly Dinnel earning blue ribbons, Kalli Hoskovec earned a red ribbon, and Izzy Stehno earned a white 

ribbon.  Jaislynn Hicks earned a red ribbon in Nursery & Landscape.  CDE #3 (Welding) earned Harlan Holthus (OA) a blue 

ribbon, Collin Bley (TIG) and Noah Sandman (MIG) earned red ribbons. 

CDE#4 consisted of Floriculture, Food Science, Ag Sales and Livestock Management.  Lilly Dinnel and Addalyn Einspahr earned 

white ribbons in Floriculture.  Ag Sales Team (Collin Bley, Noah Sandman, Kreyton Wiese, and Justin Warembourg) placed 4th 

overall, and Noah Sandman earned a white ribbon.  The Livestock Management Team (Kalli Hoskovec, Toria Bley, Izzy Stehno 

and Grayden Sutherland) received a red ribbon in equine, and white ribbons in beef and swine.   

Rounding out the evening with election and installation of the 2025-2026 FFA Officers, retiring of the seniors Blue Jackets and 

Labor Auction.  The program listed all of the community members that have helped the chapter in anyway throughout the year. The 

new officer team is Noah Sandman (President), Liam Dinnel (Vice President), Addalyn Einspahr (Secretary), Toria Bley 

(Treasurer), Maggie DeWester (Reporter), Emma Acton (Parliamentarian), Kameron Jutten (Sentinel), Cadence Sandoval (Junior 

Advisor), and Wyatt Hilbert (Chaplain).  The Labor Auction raised over $9000.  

The chapter leadership team is preparing for COLT (Chapter Officer Leadership Training) May 21-22 in Aurora at the Leadership 

Center. The chapter is extremely grateful for the communities we serve and are excited to share that summer projects are the FFA 

Greenhouse, FFA Sweet Corn, Peach Sales, FFA Duck Races, and participation at Palisade Pioneer Days and Wauneta Harvest 

Festival.  We look forward to seeing everyone this summer.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECIPES BY RHONDA 

 

 

Cowboy Pasta Salad 

 

½ cup extra-virgin olive oil      ½ tsp onion powder 

½ cup fresh lime juice       ½ tsp smoked paprika 

1 TBSP plus 1 tsp finely chopped chipotle chiles in adobo  ½ small red onion, thinly sliced 

12 tsp honey        1 red bell pepper, seeds and ribs removed, finely chopped 

Kosher salt        1 15 oz can black beans, drained, rinsed 

1 lb bowtie pasta       1 15 oz can corn, drained 

1 lb ground beef       1 pt cherry tomatoes, halved 

Freshly ground black pepper      6 oz Monterey Jack, shredded 

1 tsp chili powder       4 scallions, thinly sliced 

½ tsp garlic powder 

½ tsp ground cumin 

 

In a small bowl, whisk oil, lime juice, chiles, honey, and ½ tsp salt 

In a large pot of boiling salted water, cook pasta, stirring occasionally, until al dente according to package. 

Drain pasta and transfer to a large bowl.  Add half of dressing and toss to combine. 

In a large skillet, over medium high heat, arrange beef in a single layer, season with salt and pepper.  Cook, breaking up meat with 

a wooden spoon, until no pink remains, about 5 minutes.  Drain any excess fat.  Add chili powder, garlic powder, cumin, onion 

powder, and paprika, season with salt and pepper. 

Add pasta, onion, bell pepper, beans, corn, tomatoes, and remaining dressing to skillet; season with salt.  Fold in cheese and 

scallions until cheese is melted, about 3 minutes. 

 

 

 

 



National Skilled Nursing Care Week 

(NSNCW), celebrated annually in May, honors 

the essential role of skilled nursing care centers 

in providing compassionate, high-quality care to 

millions of residents and patients. Established by 

the American Health Care Association, this 

week recognizes the dedication of nursing staff, 

caregivers, and support teams who work 

tirelessly to enhance the lives of those they 

serve. It’s a time to celebrate their commitment, 

share stories of resilience and healing, and 

highlight the importance of skilled nursing in 

our healthcare system. 

Wauneta Care and Therapy Center spent the 

week of May 11th-17th celebrating NSNCW, we 

also celebrated National Nurse’s Week in honor 

of all licensed nurses! 

RANAE J. RICHARDSON  

WAUNETA CARE AND THERAPY CENTER 

Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wauneta Global Methodist Church  

Will be serving sloppy joes and pie under Harchelroad Motor Ag awning on main street 

during Garage Sales. 

Please Come and enjoy! 

     

 

   

 

 

     Bronco football coach Randy Geier was selected to coach in the 67th annual Nebraka 

Shrine Bowl.  The game showcases the best football players in Nebraska from Class A to 6-

man.  The game will be played at Ron & Carol Cope Stadium on the UNK Campus on 

Saturday, June 7.  Proceeds go to the Shriners Hospitals for Children.  Specifically, the 

proceeds help offset the cost of transportation for Nebraska patients to get care at 

Shriner’s Hospitals in Minneapolis and Chicago. 

 Coach Geier has been the co-head football coach at Wauneta Palisade for the past 13 

years and was previously head coach for 3 years at Wauneta Palisade.                                                                                                                                                      

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools was 

convened in open, public session for a Regular Meeting at 5:01 PM Mountain on May 12, 2025, in the Central Office, Wauneta 

Attendance Center, PO Box 368, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman. 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved method for 

providing notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of Education. The Secretary 

of the Board maintains a list of the news media requesting notification of the meetings and advance notification to the listed 

media of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this meeting was provided. Availability of the 

agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized 

notice. All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting 

was open to the attendance of the public. 

 

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open Meeting 

Act is permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated poster, accessible to members of the public. 

 

Mission Statement 

Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday 

 

I. Call to Order. President Sandman called the meeting to order at 5:01 pm MT. 

I.1. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

I.2. Posting Verification. Maris and Sandman verified meeting posting. 

I.3. Open Meetings Act Notice 

I.4. Mission Statement 

II. Roll Call. Present Board Members: Hondo Fanning, John Jutten, Laurie Maris, Aaron    McKinney, Allison Sandman, and Marty 

Wheeler. 

III. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda. None. 

IV. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. Kisha Jameson and Camden DeWester presented a thank you to the school board 

and staff for their experience throughout their educational experience. 

V. Action Items 

V.1. Approval of BD Application #25. To approve BD Pay Application #25 for $157,537.75 passed with a motion by Aaron McKinney 

and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

V.2. Approval of NebraskaLand Lease Payment. To approve NebraskaLand lease payment of $446,862.25 passed with a motion by 

Laurie Maris and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

V.3. Approval and Signing of April Minutes. To approve and sign the 4/14/2025 regular meeting minutes passed with a motion by 

Laurie Maris and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

V.4. Approval of District Expenditures and Budget Reports. To approve the district expenditures of Payroll: $304,778.40; GF Accts 

Payable: $82,768.17; BF Accts Payable: $604,400.00; for a TOTAL of $991,946.57 and accept the budget reports as presented 

passed with a motion by John Jutten and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 



V.5. Approval of Superintendent Contract. To approve 2025-2026 Superintendent Contract with Randy Geier including the salary 

of $164310 passed with a motion by Allison Sandman and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI. Policy Review 

VII. Administrative Reports 

VII.1. Superintendent Report. Geier shared that on Wednesday he will serve on the appeals committee at  the district track meet 

in Bertrand. Senior check out is tomorrow, graduation is Saturday. Aupperle will install new water softener for the kitchen. 

Kindergarten roundup predicts 18 for next fall and 14 for afternoon preschool and 8 for morning preschool.  The PK-12 Spring 

concert is Thursday, Friday will host sports physicals at 2 pm. Two NDE members will be visiting the district to see what we are 

doing well and become more acquainted with the school. 

VII.2. Principal Report. Frecks shared that the Athletic Banquet is 5/19, and Awards Night is 5/28. Elementary field trips are 

underway. Frecks reported that the students met testing goals and earned an incentive day on 5/19. 

VII.3. ESU 15 Report. Sandman shared that ESU 15 meets tomorrow at 12 CT in McCook, and items on the agenda will be to accept 

the LMHP resignation of Morgan Cavanaugh, approve the master service contract with ESUCC, and the external visitation report. 

VII.4.  NASB Report. NASB MEMBER GOLF OUTING, Wednesday, June 11 – Kearney;      SCHOOL LAW SEMINAR, June 11-12 – 

Kearney; LEADERSHIP WORKSHOPS, Monday, July 28 – Gering, Tuesday, July 29 – Kearney, and Wednesday, July 30 – Lincoln. 

 

STILL TO COME 

Area Membership Meeting, Labor Relations Conference, State Education Conference, New Board Member Workshop 

IX. Next Regular Meeting. Monday, June 16, 2025 at 5 pm MT/6 pm CT. 

X. Adjourn. Motion to adjourn at 5:56 pm MT Passed with a motion by Allison Sandman and a second by Laurie Maris. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marj Rundback 

Recording Secretary 

 

Dated this May 12, 2025 

Chase County School District #536 

a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 

 

 

By: ____________________  Attest: ____________________ 

      Board Secretary               Board President 

 

The family of Debbie Sandman would like to thank everyone for your thoughts, prayers, 

cards, flowers, and memorials.  Thank you to Pastor Wellman, Dennis Pfeiffer, organist 

Jan Coone, and the church ladies who provided food and their time serving the meal.  

Your contributions are greatly appreciated. 

Bill Sandman 
Stacey Bauer & Family  
B.J. Sandman & Faamily 
Kerry Denker 
Randy & Shelly Yoder & Family 

  



     BOARD MINUTES - Village of Wauneta, Nebraska 

 
 
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Wauneta, Nebraska, was convened in open and public session at 6:45 p.m. on 
May 13, 2025, at the Village Office. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Chairman Johnston publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available for 
review. 
 
Present: B Kramer, R Einspahr, P Johnston. Absent: C Walgren, K Kerchal. 
 
Guests: Arlan Wine (Village Attorney), Wendy Moe (Chase County Clerk), Leanne Klein (Wauneta EMS), Jason Arellano (Wauneta 
EMS) and Chase County Commissioners: Billie Muehlenkamp, Kurt Bernhardt, and Jacci Brown. 
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by posting in three locations within the Village of Wauneta.  All proceedings shown 
hereafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.  
 
Muehlenkamp, Bernhardt and Brown (County Commissioners) were in attendance to discuss the Wauneta Ambulance building.  A 
new ambulance has been ordered for the Wauneta EMS but is wider than the current units.  The Ambulance building may need some 
modifications to accommodate the new unit (doors made wider). The Village Board and the Commissioners discussed possible 
options to address this issue.  A committee consisting of one of the County Commissioners, the Village Board and the Wauneta EMS 
will be formed to further investigate options.   
 
Board approved the minutes of the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees, held on April 8, 2025.  
 
Board approved the Treasurer’s Report (April) and approved bills (May) as presented.  
 
A PUBLIC HEARING was opened at 7:15 pm to hear comments on recommendations from the Wauneta Planning Commission for 
amendments to the Zoning Ordinance to: 

o Add an additional Permitted Conditional Use to allow more than the allowed 4 cargo containers on a commercial lot, 
on an individual basis; and 

o To amend the wording for allowance and setbacks of carports as detached accessory structures 
 
The PUBLIC HEARING was closed at 7:20 pm. 
 
Board member Einspahr introduced Ordinance No. 2025-02, an ordinance to amend the wording for allowance and setbacks for 
carports as accessory structures; and to add a permitted conditional use standard for cargo containers in the commercial district. 
Clerk Skelton read the Ordinance by title: 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WAUNETA VILLAGE ZONING ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE WORDING FOR ALLOWANCE 

AND SETBACKS FOR CARPORTS AS ACCESSORY STRUCTURES; AND TO ADD A PERMITTED CONDITIONAL USE 

STANDARD FOR CARGO CONTAINERS IN THE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT; REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF 

ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE; AND TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF 

THIS ORDINANCE. 

The Board suspended the Statutory Rule requiring reading on three different days be suspended for consideration of said Ordinance; 
and approved the final passage of Ordinance No. 2025-02.  
 
Board accepted the proposal from Miller and Assoc. to complete GIS Mapping of the Village Water System.  The proposal is for 
$6,955.00 and will be funded 90% by a NDEE Security Grant.  
 
Kramer reviewed the Nursing Home Financial Reports and gave a report on the Committee meeting held in May 2025. 
 
Board approved the update to the “Nursing Home Late Payment Policy – 2% Interest of Accounts”.  
 
Sheriff’s Report was reviewed by the Board. 
 
Board approved the purchase of a new highway sign for the Riverside Cemetery from 5 Star Metal, for an approximate cost of $600.00.  
 
Board approved a grant to the Wauneta Economic Development Corp (WEDC) for $1,150.00.   
 
Board approved the purchase of a commercial power washer (220V, 3GPM@2000PSI) from Industrial Cleaning, Ltd for $6,500.00. 
 



Clerk’s Report was given by Skelton. 
 
 Superintendent’s Report was given by Lawless. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
 
Page Johnston, Chairman  
  
Evelyn Skelton, Clerk 
 

NOTE: 

A complete text of the minutes, Resolutions and Ordinances are on file in the office of the Village Clerk, and are available for 

public inspection during regular business hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


