
       WAUNETA HAPPENINGS 

 MAY 2025  

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce, it began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, 
stories or pictures please contact a Chamber member.  
 

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To make a donation you may send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE  69045. Thank You to all that have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wauneta Care and Therapy Center would like to thank the Wauneta 

Chamber Businesses for donating eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt! Also a huge 

thank you to our volunteers and to Dee Goodnow for making the 

handcrafted baskets!   

 
 



 

 

GUESS WHO??  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month was: 
 

 

Marvin Hamilton & Joni Diedrich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Worship Service Schedule 

Global Methodist Church                                                       Redeemer Lutheran Church      
162 W Wichita, Wauneta                                                       233 S Arapahoe Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 11:00 am MT                                                              Sunday 10:000 am MT 

 
God’s Missionary Church                                                   St John Catholic Church 
114 S Otoe St, Wauneta                                                         499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT                                          Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 

 

Hamlet Union Church                                                             St Paul Lutheran Church 
411 Breeze St, Hamlet                                                   33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:45 am CT                                                               Sunday 8:30 am MT 
 
SW Nebraska Holiness Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT  
 
 

                           

  
                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to all of you who sent cards or 

memorials to honor Ted Travis.  What a Blessing you all are! 

We are having a service on June 14 at 10:00 am MT at 

Mount Hope cemetery to place Ted’s ashes next to his two 

sons’ remains.  You are welcome to attend also as would 

enjoy your presence.  Dinner following at the Wauneta 

Global Methodist Church 

Ted Travis Family 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU!!!!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHASE COUNTY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL & CLINIC 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wauneta, NE Kaysha Fuller of Wauneta has 

been selected to attend American Legion 

Auxiliary (ALA) Girls State.  The nonpartisan 

political program teaches students about local, 

county, and state government. 

Kaysha, a junior at Wauneta Palisade Schools, 

was selected to attend AKS Girls State based 

on her academic achievements and 

involvement in her school and community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Memorial Day Cemetery Schedule 

 

9:00 am MT Eden Cemetery 

 

9:30 am MT St Pauls Cemetery 

 

10:30 am MT Riverside Cemetery 

 

11:00 – 12:30 MT Lunch at the Wauneta Community Building 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

https://www.franklinmatters.org/2023/05/memorial-day-parade-ceremony.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 

 



We are so lucky to call Wauneta home. It’s a place my small family will forever 

call home - with our roots burried deep with my husband farming land that has 

been passed down for generations through his family and me with my small 

business. I think this scenario pertains to quite a few in this town. Community 

members who intend on raising their children here & maybe if they’re so lucky, 

their children’s children. This is a place where everyone knows your name. 

Where neighbors stop to ask how you’ve been while crossing paths in the 

coffee shop and would drop everything in a heartbeat if you needed help. It’s 

the kind of community where meals show up unasked in hard times, and where 

kids grow up knowing they’re surrounded by people who care. 

This is the good life.  

It’s not perfect—and it’s certainly not for everyone, but it’s worth fighting for. 

And right now, it needs us to fight for it harder than ever. 

We lost our grocery store a little over a year ago. The loss has hit hard—not just 

because of the inconvenience, but because of the ripple effect it has caused 

throughout all the businesses. People now have to travel 20+ miles just to get 

their groceries, and while they’re out of town, they’re often filling their tanks, 

grabbing their coffee, buying their gifts, grabbing their ag parts, and running 

their errands elsewhere too. That means our local businesses—our friends and 

neighbors—are seeing fewer customers, and less income to stay afloat. 

When money leaves our town, it often doesn’t come back. 

That money, spent at big-box stores or out-of-town chains, goes into a system that doesn’t invest back into us. But money spent 

here—in our salons, shops, coffee stops, and service providers—keeps circling back. It funds our kids' sports teams, supports our 

school events, helps fix our streets, and pays for the little things that make a big difference. Local businesses are the ones 

donating gift baskets to the school raffle, sponsoring little league teams, and showing up to community events—not because they 

have to, but because they want to see our town thrive. 

We’ve got so much to be proud of: a couple of amazing hair salons, a massage spa that offers rest and relief, an insurance agency 

that knows us by name, a supportive bank, a couple auto body shops, a coffee shop, a reliable gas station, a hardware store that 

has just what you need when you need it, and more. These local businesses are the heart of our community. They show up every 

day, not just to make a living, but to make life better for all of us. 

But right now, our town is hurting. 

We also face another major challenge: empty homes and Main Street buildings that have been left to deteriorate or are just being 

used for storage. These empty spaces could be thriving businesses or much-needed housing. We’ve had interest—people who 

want to bring life and opportunity here—but without properties becoming available, our hands are tied. 

If we want to grow - we have to step up. 

This isn’t just about shopping local. It’s about investing in our town’s future. We need volunteers. We need people to donate their 

time to different committees to put on events and fundraisers for our town. We need people willing to put in the work to make 

this place better. We need property owners to consider the good of the whole community, not just individual use. We need local 

support, local pride, and local action. 

Because the hard truth is—if we don’t act now, we may lose more than just a grocery store. We could lose the very heartbeat of 

our hometown. 

So here’s how you can help: Keep your dollars local. Volunteer where you can. Open up space for new ideas and growth. Be part 

of the solution. 

This is our town. We are better together. Let’s fight for it together. Now’s the time where every single one of us has to take action. 

Let’s fight and protect what makes this town so special. 



 

Village of Wauneta, Nebraska 

 
 
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Wauneta, Nebraska, was convened in open and public session at 6:30 p.m. on 
April 8, 2025, at the Wauneta Village Office. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Chairman Johnston publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available for 
review.  
 
Present:  B Kramer, K Kerchal, R Einspahr, P Johnston   
Absent:  C Walgren  
Guests: RaNae Richardson, WCTC Administrator and Arlan Wine, Village Attorney 
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Imperial Republican on April 3, 2025. All proceedings shown 
hereafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
Board approved the minutes of the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees, held on March 11, 2025.  
 
Board approved the Treasurer’s Report (March) and approved bills (April) as presented.  
 
Johnston and Kerchal reviewed Nursing Home Financial Reports for Feb 2025 and the Committee Meeting Report with the Village 
Board. 
 
Board approved revisions to Policy #7.4, “Shift Differential – Weekend”.  (The revision would apply the differential to all employees, 
as opposed to just the nursing staff.)  
 
Board approved revisions to Policy #5.0 “Meals and Breaks”.   
 
Board approved a new policy, “Nursing Home Late Payment Policy – 2% Interest on Accounts”.  This policy will be added to the 
Admissions Packets.   
 
Board approved the annual evaluation and wage increase for Darr Stehno, Director of Nursing; 1% as recommended by 
Administration.   
 
Board approved the wage increase for RaNae Richardson, Administrator at the Nursing Home; new wage. 
 
Sheriff’s Report was reviewed by the Board. 
 
Board approved the recommendation of the Library Board to hire Tayler Nordhausen May as the new Library Director.   
 
The Board reviewed a proposal from Fast Forward to provide GIS mapping services for Wauneta’s utilities (electric system) and 
approved the proposed package for $6,350.00.   
 
Board approved the quote from Einspahr Construction for $875.00 to repair damage to the meeting room ceiling (due to roof leak). 
 
Board approved repair of the roof to the meeting room of ambulance building (asphalt roof) for an amount not to exceed $3,000.00.   
 
Einspahr reported that he, Walgren and Skelton attended the Chase County Commissioner’s meeting March 28th.  The reason for 
attending the meeting was to discuss the interlocal agreement between the Village of Wauneta and Chase County for Ambulance 
Services and to notify the commissioners that the new ambulance that has been ordered for Wauneta is larger than the existing 
ambulances and the doors to the Ambulance Barn will possibly need to be made wider to accommodate the new unit.  The Wauneta 
Village Board and the Commissioners will work together to find a solution. 
 
The Board discussed on ongoing nuisance properties.   
 
Clerk’s Report was given by Skelton.  Skelton reported that the Village has received several complaints about dogs running loose at 
the cemetery and consequently dogs urinating or defecating on graves.   
 
Superintendent’s Report was given by Lawless. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
Page Johnston, Chairman  



 
Evelyn Skelton, Clerk 
 

NOTE: 

A complete text of the minutes, Resolutions and Ordinances are on file in the office of the Village Clerk, and are available for 

public inspection during regular business hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools was 

convened in open, public session for a Regular Meeting at 5:02 PM Mountain on April 14, 2025, in the Central Office, Wauneta 

Attendance Center, 214 W Wichita, PO Box 368, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman. 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved method for 

giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of Education. The Secretary of 

the Board maintains a list of the news media requesting notification of the meetings and advance notification to the listed media 

of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this meeting was provided. Availability of the agenda was 

communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All 

proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to 

the attendance of the public. 

 

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open Meeting 

Act is permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated poster, accessible to members of the public. 

 

Mission Statement 

Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday 

 

I. Call to Order. President Sandman called the meeting to order at 5:02 pm MT. 

I.1. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

I.2. Posting Verification. Maris and Sandman verified meeting posting. 

 

I.3. Open Meetings Act Notice 

I.4. Mission Statement 

II. Roll Call. Present Members: Hondo Fanning, John Jutten, Laurie Maris, Aaron McKinney, Allison Sandman, and Marty Wheeler 

III. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda. None. 

IV. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. None. 

V. FFA Presentation.  The FFA members that attended State FFA Convention shared their experience with the board and invited 

them to attend the annual FFA banquet on 4/29. 

VI. Action Items 

VI.1. Approval of March Minutes 

To approve and sign the minutes of the 3/10/2025 meeting passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI.2. Approval of District Expenditures and Budget Reports 

To approve the district expenditures of Payroll: $ 295,265.23; GF Accts Payable: $ 68,783.23 for TOTAL: $ 364,048.46 and accept 

the budget reports as presented passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VI.3. Adopt 2025-2026 School Calendar 



To adopt the 2025-2026 school calendar as presented passed with a motion by Hondo Fanning and a second by Aaron McKinney. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

VII. Policy Review. None. 

VIII. Administrative Reports 

VIII.1. Superintendent Report 

Geier shared that OAC meeting will be tomorrow at 10:00 am, Wednesday RPAC superintendent meeting, Wednesday JH track, 

Thursday HS track, Friday and following Monday closed for Easter Break.  He is following the legislative session and preparing for 

policy updates this summer. 

VIII.2. Principal Report 

Frecks updated the board on the school improvement process and shared a school-wide compliment of our staff and students. 

Our external visitation will be in 2027, and the committee is working to review data and identify areas for improvement. Juniors 

completed their ACT testing last week and 3-10th graders will begin NSCAS and MAPS this week completing next week. Field day is 

April 25th, May 8th is the preschool and kindergarten roundup. 

VIII.3. ESU 15 Report 

Sandman shared that the external visitation begins 4/15/2025 and received an update on the ESUCC Literacy/Coaching Grant with 

Angie Dickey. 

VIII.4. NASB Report. Upcoming events: BUDGET & FINANCE WORKSHOP Wednesday, April 16 – Kearney, BOARD ACADEMY 

COLLABORATION LUNCH & LEARN, Wednesday, April 16 – Webinar 12:00 PM CT & 12:00 PM MT, FEDERAL ADVOCACY UPDATE 

Wednesday, April 23 – Webinar12:00 to 1:00 PM CT, NASB MEMBER GOLF OUTING Wednesday, June 11 - Kearney Country Club, 

SCHOOL LAW SEMINAR June 11-12 – Kearney. 

 

IX. Next Regular Meeting. The next meeting is Monday, May 12, 2025, at 5 pm MT /6 pm MT. 

X. Adjourn. Motion to adjourn at 6:08 pm MT passed with a motion by Allison Sandman and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marj Rundback, 

Board Recording Secretary 

 

Dated this April 14, 2025 

Chase County School District #536 

a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 

 

 

By: ____________________  Attest: ____________________ 

      Board Secretary               Board President 

 

 

 

 

 



RECIPES BY RHONDA 

 

Chicken Bacon Ranch Pasta Salad 

12 ounce pack of spiral pasta 

3 cups chopped rotisserie chicken 

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese sharp 

1 chopped tomato or a handful of cherry tomatoes chopped 

6 pieces thick sliced bacon diced and cooked well done 

1 zucchini shredded (about 2 cups) 

 

1 pack Ranch Dressing 

1 cup mayonnaise 

¾ cup buttermilk 

¼ teas black pepper 

¼ teas paprika 

¼ teas garlic powder 

 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees 

Make Rand dressing ahead by combining all the ingredients in a small bowl.  Set aside. 

If you are using uncooked chicken instead of pre-cooked chicken, proceed with this step:  Season chicken with salt and pepper, 

drizzle with olive oil, then place in a baking dish.  Cook for 30 to 45 minutes until chicken reaches 165 degrees internal temperature.  

Cut the chicken into small cubes. 

Cook bacon pieces on med-low heat until crisp 

Cook pasta according to box directions.  Drain and rinse with cold water.  Then place into a large missing bowl to cool while 

preparing other ingredients 

Add bacon to the bowl of pasta.  Then add the shredded zucchini, tomatoes, cooked bacon, shredded cheddar and ranch dressing.  

Mis everything to combine. 

Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate for 1-2 hours before serving.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arbor Day 2025…the Chamber asked the school to have one of the classes plant the tree 

this year. Great Job! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wauneta Global Methodist Church  

Will be serving sloppy joes and pie under 

Harchelroad Motor Ag awning on main 

street during Garage Sales. 

 

Please Come and enjoy! 

     

 

   

 

 



                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earth Day falls on Tuesday, April 22, 2025. While it 

does not see as much of a celebration as holidays 

like Halloween or Thanksgiving, it's just as 

important—if not more. You don't need to 

commemorate the holiday with boozy champagne 

toasts or extravagant gifts. All you need to do is 

your part.  

 

When it seems like there is so much negativity 

surrounding the current state of our environment 

and the future of our planet, think about how you 

can do your part this Earth Day. It doesn't have to 

be a huge action to be effective—you could plant a 

tree in your neighborhood, spend an hour cleaning 

up trash on the beach or donate to a local cause. 

Whatever you do, don't stay quiet about it. Share 

about your Earth Day contributions on social media, 

and use our Earth Day Instagram captions to help 

out! 

 

We've collected the best Earth Day captions for you 

to use this weekend. Scroll through the full list 

below for funny Earth Day IG captions, call-to-action 

captions and more. Keep doing your part to save 

the planet! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FANNING AUCTION-SAVE THE 

DATES…………………………………………………. 

 

 
Sunday May 4th- Harold (Peco) and Doretta 
Anderson Estate Household Auction, Held in 
Wauneta, Nebraska. 
 
For the Sale bills go to 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.fanningauction.com__;!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!1TsyMO2Rv64VIpDQiIvD
Au2uuhthgQc4zrndt1_hGZ8B8SMwovcF6Xe4lw6xvnbFSvsn94ehTnfRbg$  

 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.fanningauction.com__;!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!1TsyMO2Rv64VIpDQiIvDAu2uuhthgQc4zrndt1_hGZ8B8SMwovcF6Xe4lw6xvnbFSvsn94ehTnfRbg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.fanningauction.com__;!!IqRYp603ny2KL2MbNA!1TsyMO2Rv64VIpDQiIvDAu2uuhthgQc4zrndt1_hGZ8B8SMwovcF6Xe4lw6xvnbFSvsn94ehTnfRbg$
https://herdingcats.typepad.com/my_weblog/2018/05/memorial-day-2018.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

