
  WAUNETA HAPPENINGS 

SEPTEMBER 2024  

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce, it began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, 
stories or pictures please contact a Chamber member.  
 

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To make a donation you may send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE  69045. Thank You to all that have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 
 
 

WELCOME BACK WAUNETA-PALISADE STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND STAFF! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



HARVEST FESTIVAL 2024 
25 Entries for Parade, Sandhills State Bank got 1st,Wauneta FFA got 2nd, the Wauneta Pool got 

3rd, Ron Bley with his 1960 Ford F100 got best Car, and Rose Cayer got Best Tractor.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NORDHAUSEN HAPPENINGS 
 

 

Harold Nordhausen, Karen Christner, 
Donna Gockley with their Nordhausen 
cousins from Germany, Uwe, Angelina, 
Petra and Dennis 

 

 

The Nordhausen Happening XVI met at the home of Josh Taylor east of Hamlet on August 2 and 3, 2024, 

with host families, Marie, Chris, Elise and Dora.  The theme for the reunion was Nordhausen Treffin 2024.  

Four cousins from Duddenhausen, Germany, Uwe and Angelika Nordhausen and Petra and her son Dennis 

Nordhausen, joined 253 of their American cousins.  The Duddenhausen community was home for Dietrich 

and Dorothea (Wicke) Nordhausen and their twelve children.  Uwe Nordhausen’s Great Grandfather Erich 

accompanied his cousin, Chris Nordhausen, to America but chose to return to Germany.   The main event 

Friday was remembering the Nordhausen children as they traveled to America to establish a new home for 

them and their families.  Fred, Emma, Chris, Elise, Dora, Carl, Bertha, Dick and Herman lived south of 

Wauneta and were members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  Marie settled in Colorado, Anna and Adele lived 

on the East Coast.      

 

Saturday’s events included a noon barbecue, water games and slides for the children and lots of time to visit 

and reconnect with families.  There was a memorial remembrance for the seven family members we have lost 

since the last reunion. Pictures were taken of each family and the 6 generations.  Karen Christner was the 

oldest and youngest was Elise Gohl, daughter of Blair Dixon Gohl.  Kurt and Minnie Denker traveled the 

furthest from Harlingen, Texas.  After the evening meal there was a    presentation by Uwe and Dennis 

Nordhausen with information about the Duddenhausen region where our Nordhausen ancestors lived.  A skit 

was presented by the host families showing how the family traveled back and forth to America until the last of 

them came in1928.   An auction was held by auctioneer, Jay Nordhausen, with family donations and 

cherished items from Germany.  This auction help support future gatherings.  

        

      The fun continued well into the night and a good time was had by all…...Prost 

  

 Nordhausen Happening XVII will be held in 2027 with host families, Carl, Dick, Herman and Adele. 



Wauneta Disc Golf completed.  Frenchman Valley Development Corp was the major donor for this project.  Sabrina 

Sandoval is representing the Girl Scouts who gave money to this project, Shane Anderson is representing the Boys 

Scouts who also gave money.  Representing the Frenchman Valley Development is Brenda Anderson, Bernita Steinert, 

Dave Jussel and James P Johnston. Chad & Jennifer DeWester and Michelle 

Harchelroad are representing the Jan DeWester Memorial, who supplied the sign 

and the Tee off holes, along with several other small donations.  Thank you to the 

Village of Wauneta for installing.  There are disc sets at Crossroads that you can 

rent out to play the game.  Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

The family of Jim and Connie Maxfield are requesting a card shower for their 60th wedding anniversary on 
Sept 20th. 

Cards can reach them at Jim & Connie Maxfield, PO Box 252, Wauneta, NE  69045 

 
Wedding picture in 1964  
       

 

  Picture taken at the church  

      
   they were married at. 

 



GUESS WHO??  

 

      

 

 

Last month was: 
 

 

     
 

 
 

 

 

 

Back row Left to Right: Kerry Denker, Diane Walgren, Ramona Nordhausen, Jackie Kohne, Doretta  
Anderson, Donna Hall, Richard Romine. 

Front row Left to Right: Rae Houser, Joanna Brock, Jeanette Sughroue Munger, Sharla Klima, Vonna 
Jo Moody. 

 

Buzzin with BEE 

The Wauneta Chamber has been providing the Wauneta Happenings now for 3 years.  The purpose 
behind it was to keep the community informed of what is going on in this wonderful community of 
Wauneta.  Each month we print around 300 copies and have available at Wauneta Crossroads, 
Sandhills State Bank and Wauneta Senior Center.  We also, send an electronic copy to the businesses 
that can print color duplex copies for their employees.  Each newsletter is also put on the Village of 
Wauneta Website (Wauneta.com).  As always, there is a cost for doing this.  If you have been enjoying 
the Newsletter and would like it to continue, please make a donation to the Wauneta Chamber by 
dropping off at the Sandhills State Bank or mailing it to Wauneta Chamber, PO Box 211, Wauneta, NE  
69045.   



 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!!! 

 

YARD OF THE MONTH-AUGUST   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GALEN TODD MEMORIAL CORNHOLE  

TOURNAMENT 

 

Harvest Festival Cornhole Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Worship Service Schedule 

Global Methodist Church                                                       Redeemer Lutheran Church      
162 W Wichita, Wauneta                                                       233 S Arapahoe Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 11:00 am MT                                                              Sunday 08:30 am MT 

 
God’s Missionary Church                                                   St John Catholic Church 
114 S Otoe St, Wauneta                                                         499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT                                          Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 

 

Hamlet Union Church                                                             St Paul Lutheran Church 
411 Breeze St, Hamlet                                                   33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:45 am CT                                                               Sunday 10:00 am MT 
 
SW Nebraska Holiness Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT 

                                                   

Global Methodist Church of Wauneta awards 3 - $500 scholarships 
 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
 
       Ryleigh McCrumb 

GraCee Goings             Mandy SandovaL 

WAUNETA LIBRARY NEWS 

Greetings All! Are you as ready for Fall as I am?? The days are shortening, and Harvest is upon us ~ 
I can hardly believe how fast Summer has come and gone. I must say that as Fall is my favorite time 
of year, I am certainly looking forward to cider, books, and a roaring fire. I also anticipate 
feeling that nip in the air that let's us know it's time to store the mowers, put up our Summer 
projects and move on to Fall ones and enjoying evening sunsets while they're still after 7pm! Here at 
the Library, we are happy to encourage warm beverages in our reading nook, as well as offer a great 
selection of new titles. If you haven't been in for a while, please drop by! We're always happy to 
see you and cannot wait to share our ever-evolving space. Take care out there, and here's to a 
fruitful, blessed, and bountiful Harvest.  
 
Read On, Friends,  
 
Amanda Ziegler  

 



 
            



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAUNETA CHAMBER WELCOMES TEACHERS AND STAFF BACK WITH A BREAKFAST 



                                                                                                                                                         

           Recipes by Rhonda 

Corn Tortilla Chicken Lasagna 
36 corn tortillas (6 inches) 
6 cups cubed cooked chicken breast 
2 cans (one 28 ounces, one 16 ounces) kidney beans, rinsed and drained 
3 jars (16 ounces each) salsa 
3 cups (24 ounces) sour cream 
3 large green peppers, copped 
3 cans (3,8 ounces each) sliced ripe olives, drained 
3 cups (12 ounces) shredded Montery Jack cheese 
3 cups (12 ounces) shredded heddar cheese 
 

In each of two greased 12 in x 9 in x 2 in baking dishes, arrange six tortillas.  Top each with 1 cup 

chicken, 2/3 cup kidney beans, 1 cup salsa, ½ cup sour cream, ½ cur green pepper, about 1/3 cup 

olives, ½ cup Monterey Jack cheese and ½ cup cheddar cheese.  Repeat layers twice. 

Cover and bake at 350 degrees for 25 minutes.  Uncover; bake 10-15 minutes longer or until the 

cheese is melted.  Let stand for 10 minutes before serving.  Yield: 2 casseroles  (12 servings each). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wauneta-Palisade FFA Members Exhibit Produce & Flowers  



Five Wauneta-Palisade FFA Members exhibited produce and floral arrangements at the Chase County Fair. Receiving purple 

ribbons for their floral arrangements were Britney Barnard, Lily Dinnel, and Jaislynn Hicks. McKenna Doetker received a blue 

ribbon for her arrangement.  

 

In the Horticulture department, LiLeigh Littrel received purple ribbons for her sweet corn, broccoli, blackberries, and cherry 

tomatoes. She also received blue ribbons for her yellow zucchini, sweet bell peppers, cucumbers, and tomatoes.   

 

 

The girls with their ribbons are (Left to Right): 

LiLeigh Littrel, Jaislynn Hicks, McKenna Doetker, 

Lilly Dinnel and Britney Barnard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warembourg to Compete at National FFA Convention 

Wauneta-Palisade senior Justin Warembourg has qualified to compete in the Agriscience Fair competition at the National FFA 

Convention. Justin’s project won his division at the State FFA Convention in April. He then had to re-submit his edited report to 

the national judges, placing him in the top 10 in the nation and securing him a spot on stage to receive his award on October 25th 

in Indianapolis, IN.  

 

Justin will have an online interview in late September, during which he will answer 

questions about his experiment. Justin’s experiment tested the quality of different 

bottled water and tap water from the school. He tested the water for Total Hardness, 

Free Chlorine, Iron, Copper, Lead, Nitrate, Nitrite, MPS, Total Chlorine, Fluoride, Cyanuric 

Acid, Ammonia Chloride, Bromine, Total Alkalinity, Carbonate and pH. Core Hydration 

bottled water was the best quality of the brands he tested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public 

Schools was convened in open, public session for a Regular Meeting at 6:01pm MT on August 12, 2024, in the Central 

Office, Wauneta Attendance Center, PO Box 368, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman. 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved 

method for giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of 

Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list of the news media requesting notification of the meetings and 

advance notification to the listed media of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this 

meeting was provided. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the 

Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be 

hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 

 

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open 

Meeting Act is permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated poster, accessible to members of the public. 

 

Mission Statement 

Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday 

 

I. Call to Order. President Sandman called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm MT. 

I.1. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

I.2. Posting Verification. Sandman and Maris verified the posting of the meeting. 

 

I.3. Open Meetings Act Posting 

I.4. Mission Statement 

II. Roll Call. Present Board Members: Hondo Fanning, John Jutten, Laurie Maris, Aaron McKinney, Allison Sandman, 

and Marty Wheeler 

 

III. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda 

III.1. Amend Action Items to Add ALICAP Approval. To amend the action items with the addition of approving the 

ALICAP payment passed with a motion by John Jutten and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

IV. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments Pertaining to Action Items. None. 

V. Discussion Items 

V.1. Building Update. Geier reported that the new gym is being used and bleachers are working well.  Samway's will be 

installing carpet tomorrow, 3rd floor is near completion, 2nd floor is completing the punch list, the elevator is still being 

installed, the concrete work is near completion on the north side of the addition, the weight room lighting is completed,  

 

VI. Action Items 

VI.1. Discuss, consider and take all necessary action to surplus and sell the Palisade elementary school property located 

in Palisade, Nebraska.. To approve the surplus and sale of the Palisade elementary school property located at 206 N. 

Reynolds Street, Palisade, Nebraska, to Christopher and Jadia Crowell as the highest offer or in the amount of $100, 

approval of the resolution, and quit claim deed to complete the sale passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second 

by Marty Wheeler. 



Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.2. Approve of Principal Contract . To approve 2024-2025 Principal Contract for Joseph Frecks with annual salary of 

$103,000 passed with a motion by Hondo Fanning and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.3. Approval and Signing of July Meeting Minutes. To approve and sign the minutes from the 7/8/2024 passed with a 

motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Aaron McKinney. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.4. Approval of BD Pay Application. To approve BD Pay App #18 of $298,806.36 passed with a motion by Aaron 

McKinney and a second by Laurie Maris. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.5. Approval of Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment Purchases. To approve FF&E purchases of cafeteria tables, stainless 

steel tables, and cabinetry of $15846.43 passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.6. Approval of ALICAP Payment. To approve ALICAP insurance payment of $105,733 passed with a motion by 

Hondo Fanning and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.7. Approval of District Expenditures and Monthly Budget Reports. To accept the budget reports as presented and 

approve the district expenditures of Payroll: $233,868.60, General Fund Payables: $264,516.09, Building Fund Payables 

of $468,710.03 for a total of $967,094.72 passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.8. Approval of District Handbooks. To approve the 2024-2025 district handbooks for Pk-5, and 6-12 passed with a 

motion by Allison Sandman and a second by Laurie Maris. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.9. Adoption of 2024-2025 School Calendar. To adopt the 2024-2025 School Calendar as presented passed with a 

motion by John Jutten and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.10. Review of Propane Contract. To accept the FVCoop Propane contract for 2024-2025 with Ashley verifying usage 

at both locations and verify price passed with a motion by John Jutten and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VI.11. Transfer of General Fund Savings to Money Market. To approve transferring the General Fund savings to a 

money market account passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Hondo Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 



VI.12. Approval of Non-Certificated Staff Wage Increase. To approve non-certificated staff wage increase to be 

determined by merit and based on personal job evaluation and at discretion of administration passed with a motion by 

John Jutten and a second by Aaron McKinney. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

VII. Policy Review. None. 

VIII. Administrative Reports 

VIII.1. Superintendent Report. Geier reminded everyone that the construction project is moving along well and will be 

working on the 2024-2025 budget in the next few weeks. Keeping an eye on the legislative special session. 

 

VIII.2. Principal Report. Word project funded K-3rd professional development program, training teachers to implement 

great strategies with ELA.  Open House 8/26th for PK-12 with 6th grade orientation and 7-12 grades to complete 

paperwork.  First day of school is 8/27 with early dismissal and all school drills.  Frecks complimented the summer staff 

on their work and fall sports practice began today.  

 

VIII.3. ESU 15 Report. ESU 15 will meet tomorrow at noon CT to approve handbooks, receive staff presentations, 

approve resolutions for training, and approve expenditures. 

 

VIII.4. NASB Report. Friday the NASB conducted a special legislative session update virtually. Area Membership 

Meeting is Tuesday, August 20th in North Platte, Labor Relations Conference, October 2-3, Lincoln, State Conference, 

November 20-22, Omaha. Our session proposal was accepted to present at state conference. 

 

IX. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. None. 

XI. Next Regular Meeting . The next Meeting will be September 18, 2024 at 6 pm MT/7 pm CT in Wauneta. 

 

XII. Adjourn. Motion to adjourn at 8 pm MT. passed with a motion by Allison Sandman and a second by John Jutten. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty 

Wheeler: Yea 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marj Rundback 

Recording Secretary 

Dated this August 12, 2024 

Chase County School District #536 

a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What an amazing community we live in. Thanks to generous 

contributions in memory of Beryl Knotwell from our clients at the 

senior center we were able to replace the sign on the north side 

of the senior center. The original sign was damaged during the 

hail storm in June. A special shout out to Mary Dudek for her 

inspiration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHITE BARN TREASURES 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



          

 GO 

    BRONCOS! 



 


